found tracks that led to the German and Austrian Embassies.
Here and there German merchant-service skippers and
engineers, when in their cups, boasted of their association
with certain influential Germans. The information was
handed over to the American authorities, but they were
chary of acting upon it lest America should be accused of
showing preference to one side of the contestants in the
war.

Gradually von Papen found his men surly and unwilling
to undertake their work; even to their simple minds, the
gallant captain of Uhlans was stepping in dangerous places,
and too high a percentage of the underdogs in the con-
spiracy were being caught. In fact, the Horn affair was
the beginning of this uneasiness and those Germans living
under the protection of the Stars and Stripes, who valued
their liberty, refused point blank to have anything to do
with von Papen and his Irrenhaus (madhouse).

A peculiar and regular coincidence occurs in the lives
of those who are closely associated with Franz von Papen;
after occurrence of the event for which much close colla-
boration has been put in, the less important member of the
partnership departs from this mortal plane. The last twenty-
five years of von Papen's life have been strewn, as will be
seen, with tragedies. Werner Horn was the first to be
broken on the Papen wheel of fate, the first of a long
line of suicides, murders and executions.

About the same time as Trebitsch Lincoln, the spy, was
closeted with Bernstorff and von Papen in the German
Embassy in Washington, discussing the best way to
follow up von Papen's contact with Huerta in Mexico and
whether the Mexican should have more money or no more
money and a larger supply of Mauser rifles and ammunition,
a certain Captain Franz von Rintelen was attached to the
Naval War Staff in Berlin and was rushing round Berlin
at dead of night trying to find a key to the vaults of the
Reichsbank, for he wanted five million gold marks to send
to Constantinople to fuel and victual the German warships
Goeben and Breslau, locked up in the Turkish harbour